Selections from the Foreign Journals.
[April, SURGERY. Rupture of the Spine, by a violent Muscular Effort. By M. Lasalle. A man, thirty-six years old, was taken to the Maison Royale de Sante at Charenton, in a state of furious mania, and it was found necessary to confine him to his chair by means of two leather straps, which went from the upper part of its back and fixed his shoulders, and two others, which went from the same part a little lower down, and were fastened to his arms. After making various efforts to break from his confinement the patient rose up from his seat, threw his head forcibly backwards, and then flung it with great violence forwards. After this last movement the head remained bent on the neck, and the neck on the chest, and his limbs were completely paralysed. The author saw him soon afterwards, and found au absolute loss of power in all the muscles below the neck, except the diaphragm and those of the arms, which were but partially paralysed. There was neither bruise, nor swelling, nor deformity in the course of the vertebral column.
About thirty-six hours after these events, which were witnessed by a keeper and a fellow-patient, the man died, with all the usual signs of pressure on the cervical portion of the cord. On examination, a solution of continuity was found between the fifth and sixth cervical vertebrae; the posterior cervical ligament and the interspinales muscles were ruptured, and no bond of union remained between the spinous processes, whose bases were separated so as to expose the remains of the ligamentum subflavum and the membranes of the cord. The articular surfaces of the superior oblique processes of the sixth vertebra were also exposed, and its left transverse process was fractured. The intervertebral substance was torn; a part remained attached to the fifth, a part to the sixth vertebra; but there was no fracture of the bones, nor any material displacement of them. The dura mater at the seat of the injury was tinged with blood, and the surrounding cellular tissue was infiltrated with it. None of the membranes were torn, but in the interior of the cord, opposite the injury, there was a vast ecchymosis, extending downwards to the second dorsal and upwards to the third cervical vertebra.
[This case affords a new argument in favour of the mild treatment of the in- 
